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We recognize the tremendous growth Literacy Services of Wisconsin (LSW) has experienced 
since 1965, when we began with no paid staff and a $365 budget. In our first decade, between 
1965 and 1975, LSW moved three times, ultimately expanding our third location in 1986 to 
accommodate four paid staff and an annual budget of $146,000.

In 1991, with visionary leadership, LSW moved once again to a home that the community still 
associates with us today at 27th and Wells. By the time we relocated our headquarters to Plank-
inton Avenue in 2010, our annual budget had grown to nearly half a million dollars, yet the need 
for our services continued to rise.

In 2017, LSW merged with Milwaukee Achiever Literacy Services, and in 2020 with Greater 
Waukesha Literacy Council, making us the largest direct-service adult literacy provider in the 
state, with a budget of $1.25 million and 21 paid staff.

Literacy changes lives. We could not do this transformative work without your support. 

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate 60 years of life-changing adult literacy education at 
Literacy Services of Wisconsin. Since the beginning, our organization has empowered thou-
sands of adults to achieve their goals through reading, writing, numeracy, language learning, 
and high school equivalency programs.

This year, we not only celebrate our remarkable past, but also look ahead with excitement and 
pride. Our recent purchase of, and relocation to our new headquarters at 1737 N. Palmer Street 
marks a bold new chapter in our story. Today, LSW proudly supports 30 dedicated staff mem-
bers, 18 MATC instructors, one WCTC instructor and nearly 300 volunteer tutors. We also offer 
programming at nine locations across Milwaukee, Waukesha, and Racine. This permanent home 
deepens our commitment to access, equity, and community and it positions us to empower 
even more students for generations to come. 

We are thrilled to celebrate this milestone with you. Thank you for being part of our journey and 
our future.

Your donations have made us stronger for 60 years, improving literacy for adults and 
strengthening our community. 
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Give, volunteer, and learn more at literacyservices.org
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