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We have had an incredible start to 2025. Not
only have we celebrated 60 years of adult
literacy service to the community, we also
opened the first-ever adult education hub
that provides comprehensive adult educa-
tion programming.

When we support adults, we uplift families.
We change generations. In 1965, LSW was
founded. Over the past six decades, we’ve
learned a lot — not just about literacy, but
about humanity, resilience, and the power of
opportunity. | want to share six truths — that
shape everything we do:

Truth One:
Growth thrives on encouragement.

Our students come to LSW motivated —
motivated by opportunity, by the pursuit of
their
families, and by the desire to build a better

something for themselves and

future. They arrive with clear goals: earning
a GED or HSED,
proficiency, developing

improving English
digital  skills,
advancing in their careers, or supporting
their children’s education. Whatever drives
our students, achieving those goals is made
easier when we provide encouragement

and a clear path forward.
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At LSW, growth comes through dedicated

tutors, personalized instruction, and a
welcoming community of learning. Last
year alone, our 270 volunteers contributed
nearly 8,000 hours of one-on-one tutoring.
In addition, our partners at MATC and
WCTC supported us with instructors who
create a connection between LSW and the
technical colleges. They are the steady
presence, the voice that says, “I support you

and you got this.”

Truth Two:
Systemic barriers keep too many
adults from opportunity.

We live in a world where barriers continue to
prevent many adults from accessing educa-
tional opportunities. Over 100,000 Milwaukee
adults lack a high school diploma. Over
200,000 adults in Milwaukee and Wauke-
sha struggle with low literacy. Literacy and
graduation rates are NOT tied to intelli-
gence. That’s not because they’re unmoti-
vated or not “smart enough.” Many of our
adult students navigate so much when they
decide to add our educational programming
to their lives — food and housing insecurity,
lack of access to technology, unreliable
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transportation — yet they remain full of
potential.

We meet our students where they are at
BOTH academically and geographically. This
is why we have 8 locations across Milwau-
kee, Waukesha, and Racine. Access to
opportunity is our top priority.

Truth Three:
Determination fuels transformation.

Our students embody determination. LSW
students show up consistently. They stay up
late studying. They ask questions. They take
every opportunity to learn, knowing that their

see Truth continued on page 7
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2025 Board of Directors
Officers: Colin Hutt, President;
Christopher M. Habjan, Treasurer; Rebecca Gries,
Secretary; Tony Bowers, President-elect.

Board Members: Gil R. Cubia, Dr. Damira Grady,
Joshua Hernandez, Tanya Holler Muench, Mike
Knoeller, Cathy Kresnak, Anthony Keuhn, Andy LeDuc,
Connie A Leis, Jenny Littmann, Ellen A. Matheson,
Mikal Wesley, Melissa Wilcox.

Staff
Program Management Team: Aaron Goyette, Associate
Director; Steve Barron, Manager of Credentialing
Programs & Chief Examiner; Mikelle Bloechl, Manager
of Northside Milwaukee Operations; Charles Bradford,
Manager of Community Corrections Programs; Bianca
Johnson-Ortiz, Manager of Adult Education Programs &
Chief Examiner; Hannah Lingenfelter, Manager of
Waukesha Operations; Mike Sengyothinh, Manager of
Workforce Development Programs; Patrice Vnuk,
Manager of ELL Programs. Program & Support Team:
Amaya Barker, Volunteer & Special Projects
Coordinator; Nolan Benson, Community Based
Re-Entry Coordinator; Autumn Blundon, Waukesha
Support Specialist; Lynn Clark, Adult Education & ELL
Instructor; Hannah Fricke, HSED Instructor; Carol
Josten, North Division High School Site Coordinator &
Instructor; Betsy Kerns, CPT HSED Instructor; Michael
Maguire, ELL Instructor; Candace McKenzie, SSNC
Program Support Specialist; Sarah Mellstrom, ELL
Instructor; Jessie Miller-Carpiaux, Program Support
Specialist & Organizational Evaluator; Charlotte
Newgord, Adult Education Instructor; Fabian Perez
Luevano, Enroliment Support Specialist; David Peters,
Milwaukee County Jail Program Coordinator; Iris Pifiero,
Adult Educatyion Navigator; Sherry Prescott, Lead
Front Desk Representative; Lyle Rivera, Lead Front
Desk Representative; Tiera Taylor, Community Based
Re-Entry Coordinator. Administrative Team: Holly
McCoy-Perez, Executive Director; Tammy Knutson,
Director of Finance & Operations; Madison Olig,
Director of Development & Volunteer Engagement;
Dustin Slane, Director of Marketing & IT.

Volunteer Photographer: Sara Risley

Founded in 1965, Literacy Services serves adult learners
with quality education programs - Adult Education (AE),
General Education Development (GED) test preparation,
5.09 High School Equivalency Diploma (HSED), English
Language Learning (ELL), Workforce Training and Career
Pathway Bridges, and integrated and personalized Functional
Literacy instruction.

Literacy Services of Wisconsin is grateful for the broad support
of our community, including more than 300 volunteers and
financial support from 1000 individuals; 200 foundations,
corporations and organizations; The United Way of Greater
Milwaukee & Waukesha County; and the Adult Education and
Family Literacy Act. We are grateful for our partnerships with
Equus, Maximus, and Milwaukee Public Schools.

1737 N Palmer Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 344-5878
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Literacy Rocks the Eagles Ballroom!

Z
LITERAGY

CELECRATING STy SBAGS
CHCBACE, LB, & CITBRACY

The crowd went wild celebrating sixty years of
peace, love, and literacy at The Rave/Eagles
Club on May 1. The annual fundraiser began
with a lively cocktail hour, appetizers, and
spirited bidding at our silent auction. Energy
filled the ballroom as guests danced with Fred
Astaire Dance Studio, grooved to True Skool’s
musicians, and marveled at the acrobatics of
The Milwaukee Flyers.

Master of Ceremonies Lauren Feaster kept the
evening moving as we recognized the dedica-
tion of LSW partners, students, and volunteers.
We were proud to award college scholarships
to students Benglo, Haben, and Anthony in
support of their academic journeys. Cheers
erupted when longtime ELL tutor and commu-
nity engagement volunteer Chris Payerl was
honored for her years of service. We also
recognized our partner Barby the Book Fairy for
initiatives,

her community-driven literacy

including Milwaukee’s Biggest Free Library.

The evening was a joyful culmination of
decades of support for adult education in our
community. Thank you for continuing to rock
literacy with us!



Literacy Services of Wisconsin

Summer Newsletter

Benglo

Kabengele

is a devoted husband,
father, and lifelong learner
from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. He arrived in the U.S. in 2017
with a bachelor’s degree in computer
science but soon realized that language
barriers and credential challenges made
it difficult to pursue his career.
Determined to succeed, he earned his
HSED at Literacy Services of Wisconsin
in 2021, went on to complete an IT
associate’s degree at MATC, and is
now working toward a bachelor’s
degree at UW-Milwaukee.

At LSW’s 60th Anniversary celebration,
Benglo shared his inspiring journey as a
Student Speaker and was honored with
a scholarship to continue his education.
The following excerpt from his speech
reflects both his perseverance and the
vital role LSW has played in helping him
reach his goals.

Keynote Speaker

In 2018, as | struggled to figure out how
to move forward on this new journey, a
friend introduced me to Literacy
Services of Wisconsin. He told me that
LSW offered one-on-one tutoring and could
help me get back on track toward my career
goals. That moment changed everything. |

walked into LSW, unsure but hopeful.

LSW didn’'t just teach me English—they
focused on me as a person, on my dreams,
and on my future. | was assigned a tutor who
helped me with language, but more impor-
tantly, we talked about my goals. Through
LSW, | learned about the HSED program. At
first, | didn’t expect to go back for something |
had already achieved, but LSW showed me
that education is about opportunity, not just
certificates.

LSW assigned me an academic advisor who
helped me navigate the U.S. education
system, ensuring | was on the right path. |
also learned about certifications and received
personalized career advice to align my
education with my long-term goals.

| completed my HSED, which laid the founda-
tion for everything that followed. With
guidance from LSW’s career advisors, |
enrolled in the IT Computer Support Special-
ist program at MATC. | earned my associate’s
degree. From there, | transferred to the

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM)

and enrolled in the Information Science and
Technology program.

I'm now officially one year away from
completing my second bachelor's
degree—THE FIRST IN AMERICA—and a
Bachelor of Science in Information Science
and Technology from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. This is a massive
milestone for me. A few years ago, | could
NOT fully see the path—only my dreams. The
journey has NOT been easy and continues to
be HARD WORK—balancing full-time work,
studies, family, and community commit-

ments—but it’s been worth the challenge.

Graduation won’t be the end of my journey. |
have no plans to stop. I'm committed to
continuing my education, whether earning
new certifications, pursuing a master’s
degree, or exploring new opportunities in IT

and leadership.

In addition to LSW’s support, I’'m grateful for
the support of my family. One of the most
important things I've learned is that educa-
tion isn’t just about personal achievement.
It’s about lifting up those around you. Thanks
to LSW, my wife has also been able to enroll
in programs that will help her achieve her own
educational and career goals. As we build our
new American dream together, it’s officially
become an LSW family affair.

LSW is a lifeline for adults who didn’t have
the chance to complete their education or
who face barriers to success. Many of us
come to this country with dreams, skills, and
experience, but we’re often overwhelmed by
the idea of starting from scratch.
support, career
LSW
makes literacy and education accessible and

By offering educational

advice, and personal mentorship,

meaningful for everyone.
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Congrats, 2025 Scholarship Awardees!

Haben is a proud graduate of the Fall 2024 HSED for English Learners program, where she
earned her diploma after months of dedicated study. Beginning with a tutor and progressing
through the Pathway and HSED-EL courses, Haben steadily improved her English skills,
demonstrating determination and a strong work ethic throughout her journey. Originally from
Eritrea, Haben faced significant challenges in her early life, having witnessed hardship while
fleeing her home country. Now living in Milwaukee with her sister, she carries the love and
encouragement of her parents, who remain in Eritrea. Soft-spoken and humbile, yet
courageous in sharing her story, Haben earned the admiration of both her teachers and
classmates. With her resilience, compassion, and quiet strength, Haben is poised to excel in
any field she chooses to pursue.
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Anthony is a dedicated and charismatic individual whose drive, resilience, and positive

spirit have made a lasting impact on those around him. Anthony stood out in his program for
his exemplary attendance and active classroom participation, consistently arriving early and
engaging deeply in discussions. Known affectionately as "Hollywood," a nickname that
perfectly captures his vibrant energy, Anthony often uplifted his peers by sharing words of
encouragement and affirmations about perseverance. Motivated by his deep love for his
daughter, Anthony has made education a central part of his life, not only to better his own
future but also to support and inspire her. His hard work and commitment have positioned
him for continued success as he pursues higher education at MATC in 2025. With a vision to
give back to his community, Anthony is working toward opening his own nonprofit organization.

His journey is a testament to the power of perseverance, positivity, and purpose.
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Thank You!

Extra special thanks to our
2024-25 Headquarters Relocation
Capital Campaign Donors!

A. O. Smith Foundation, Inc. « Estate of
Florence M. Ball + John & Margaret
Beckwith « Emily Begel * William Bergner *
Jessica Beris * Mark & Lori Boutelle « John
Brahm & Margaret MaclLeod Brahm « Otto
Bremer Trust « Cheri Briscoe * Jaloni Brown
» Karen Buker * Alvin & Mary Ann Cleek *
Frank Clines « Pat Connaughton + Jan
Constable * Teresa Coronado * Joyce De
Cleene + Ellen De Lia ¢ Linda Devitt -
Josuane Duckworth ¢ Eric Eben & Christine
Fenske « Rob & Robin Engl - George & Jill
Fahr - Chris Felix < Nancy A. Filsinger
Nancy Florsheim < Ken and Susan Freitag *
Thomas Gorr * Chris Habjan + Georgia
Hamberlin « Rachel Haos « Herbert & Gail
Harris « Colin Hutt < Jutiki Jackson -
Marybeth Jacobson & Ted Strupp * Charles
D. Jacobus Family Foundation - Robin
Jaeger * Norine Janzen + Matt & Kathryn
Kamm - Diane & Richard Kane + Timothy
Keeley « Judi & Gale Klappa * Jeffry &
Shelby Knezel < Michael Knoeller &
Amanda Holland + Robert & Gail Korb -
Natalie Kornmeyer - Patricia Ladwig -
Marcia Larson * Andy LeDuc * Holly Ligocki
« Jennifer Littmann - Patricia Lombardo -
Dona Rae Lundin - Michael Lynch -
Katherine Lynch Jamy & Michael
Malatesta + Keith Mardak - Mary & Scott
McFadden ¢+ Binnie Mendoza * Susan L.
Nemetz + Brien O'Hara « Barbara J. Olson
Amy & Jason Parry « Chris & Doug Payerl *
Melitta S. & Joan M. Pick Charitable Trust ¢
David Pritchard - Ralph Evinrude
Foundation, Inc. * R. A. Stevens Foundation
+ Gayle Rosemann & Paul McElwee -
Willam & Mary Scheuer ¢ Robert FE
Schweers + Jan Serr & John Shannon
Foundation + Molly Shiffler « SITE Staffing,
Inc. « Teresa Smith » Thomas and Iphigenia
Smith « Joan Spector « Susan Steinkraus &
Kevin Brown « Cynthia Stigler « Jim Thomas
» Mary Vandenberg « Elizabeth Vogt - Diane
Voit « Stephanie & Alan Wagner Donor
Advised Fund - Jewish Community
Foundation < We Energies Foundation -
Bev Weeden + JoAnn Weinkauf « Marie E.
Weiss * Melissa Wilcox + Sandy Wysocki

The following donors made gifts or pledged support between December 1, 2024 and July

31, 2025. Thank you for empowering adult students to read and write their way to a better

future. We promise to put your gifts to good work! It is our commitment to recognize

every donor based on the donor’s wishes. If your name does not appear as you would

expect, please contact Madison Olig via email at MOlig@literacyservices.org or by phone at

(414) 226-5536.

2025 Fundraising Dinner
800-CEO-READ -+ Adventure Rock < Air
Distribution Technologies * Kristi Anderson
» Ben Anderson + Jolene Arnold * Laura
Armmow -« Abi Aswege =+ Bader
Philanthropies, Inc. « Baird Foundation, Inc.
» Mary Jo Baisch ¢ Jaclyn Baker < Amaya
Barker « JoAnna Bautch < Joan Bedinger *
Paul Beery - Bittercube - Lindsay Blumer «
Stephanie Bobinski « Ben Borden « Trisha
Bournelis - Tony Bowers * Breakout Games
» Brewers Community Foundation, Inc. *
Robin Brisco « Mary M. Briscoe * Sam
Brooks * Molly Brown -« Elaine Burke -
Clavon Byrd « Vanesa Carmona-Lewis -
Julie Collins « Alexandria Craig * Meg &
Matt Dean « Maureen Denny - Digicorp *
Kristie Dilkey * William Dix « Ginger Duiven
» Barbara Felix « Carrol Fibich < First
Citizens Bank « Deb Fleming * Fred Astaire
Dance Studios- Milwaukee -+ Jennifer
Freiburger FreshFin Poke -+ Krista
Galbraith « Kay Garcia * Rebecca & Phillip
Gries « Jake Gorges * Greater Milwaukee
Foundation, Inc. « Brittany Graf + Chris
Habjan « Laura Harvancik « Zoe Hastert
Tiffany Henry « Joshua Hernandez « Tanya
Holler Muench William Hutt « I/C
Construction LLC - Hibaq Isse * Jeff Jezuit
« Johnson Controls, Inc < Bianca
Johnson-Ortiz Reagan Joy -+ The
Journeyman -+ K1 Speed -+ Benglo
Kabengele + Joan Kadow -« Bill & Sandy
Kaminski * Diane & Richard Kane « Kendra
Scott « Betsy Kerns * Sheri King * Becky
Kirklewski « Sarah Kluth « Chad & Sherrill
Knezel + Owen Knezel « Komatsu « Cathy
Kresnak - Lake Geneva Ziplines &
Adventures * Andrew Lane « Marcia Larson
+ Chris & Connie Leis * Deb Lieber « Elliot &
Eva Lipchik « Jennifer Littmann + Renee
Logee * Lynden Sculpture Gardens * Jamy
& Michael Malatesta » Mike Mattiuz + Holly
McCoy - Joyce Medford & Thomas Olig *
Katie Mendenhall < Ryan Michalski « Joyce
Mielke + Adrienne Miller < Milwaukee 7 *
Milwaukee Art Museum - Milwaukee Ballet
+ Milwaukee County Zoo < Milwaukee
Public Museum + Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra « Milwaukee Tool + Mueller
Communications * The Muse * The Nail Bar
* Beth Norris « Ellie O'Neil »+ The Pabst
Theater Group * Emily Pare * Andrew
Pecunia ¢« Emily Pelech ¢ Isaiah Perez -
Caitlin Petersen « Michele Peterson - Jared
Pieper * PilotSmith < Potawatomi Hotel &
Casino * Cassie Powalisz + Adam Procell -
Nick Purvis « Gordon Ralph ¢ Clare

Reardon < Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren
S.C. - Lori Richards - Lisett Roman « Safari
Lake Geneva * Megan Sajdak Holtan -
Saz's Hospitality Group ¢ Janet & Tony
Schirtzinger + Eric & Coleen Schmidt < Ron
& Jacqueline Schram « D. Tommy Shaffer

SITE Staffing, Inc. « Linda Spice « Robert
Sproat « Shane Staiduhar ¢ Lara Steinbach
+ Stone Creek Coffee + Stacy Tolomeo -+
Stacey Van Rens + Jen Vega < Margie
Vehrenkamp + Dan Vilione ¢ Brian C Vincent
Maureen Waslicki = We Energies + We
Energies Foundation * Lee Weeks < Marie
Weiss + Clarence & Barb Weller < Mark
Taylor & Sherrie Weller « Mikal Wesley « Jon
Wiegert « Melissa Wilcox * Nancy Wilcox ¢
Iris Wilson-Farley + Wintrust Financial
Corporation * The Wisconsin Conservatory
of Music ¢ Eric Wozny + WRTP/BIG STEP -
Sandy Wysocki Yogi Bear Park
-Caledonia * Elizabeth Zarate « Zilber, Ltd.

Individuals:

Robert V. Abendroth ¢ Janice Acker + Mary
Andruszkiewicz « Robert & Peggy Arfman -«
William Armstrong « Jill Augustine * Jergen &
Jean Barber - Christina Bates-Kasprzak -«
Kathleen Beaver «+ Tammy Behnke + David
Berg - Elliot & Karen Berman + Christopher H.
Bock + Robert Bonadurer « Mark & Lori
Boutelle < Mary Bowers + Brian & Susan
Bowser « Susan Boyd < John Brahm &
Margaret Macleod Brahm -+ John
Breckenridge « Marge Brewer « Cheri Briscoe
» Michael Briselli « Bruce Brown ¢ Barbara
Bruno - William & Lorraine Buehler « Elizabeth
Burke « Sharon Busey < Mary C. Cannon -
Jaime Cano Lopez * Mark & Linda Carlson *
Jessica & David Clark « Julie Clark & David
Liners + Alvin & Mary Ann Cleek « Collin Hutt
Jeanne Collins « Louis Sampson Cornelius &
Priscilla Ann Boroniec « Marcia Crompton -«
Carla Cullen « Brian Cummings « Darren
Davis « Lynn Davis « Melissa & Steve DeBot *
Michael Dillon + Mary Cieslak-Duchek &
Robert Duchek « Deanna Durham « Sharon
Ellestad + Patricia Ellis < Tricia Ellison -
Rebecca Emmons * Lynn & Peter Engel *
Jensy & David Engle  Jean Ericson « Nancy
Ettenheim - Blake Ewing * Joan Fagan &
David Cross * Chris Felix « Nancy A. Filsinger
Susette Ford - Leigh Anne Fraley + Randall &
Carol Franke + Ken & Susan Freitag ¢ Lisa &
Mike Gandrud David Georgenson
Nathaniel Giebel « James Gillette « Debra
Goeks - Jeffrey Goldberg « Mary and Marty
Golden <« Sandra Goodkind -+ Douglas
Gordon * Beth Gosnell « Lorna Grade * Reed
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& Nancy Groethe « Herbert & Gail Harris -
Bob & Darlene Hays * Doug & Angela Heding
+ Katie & Tom Heinen « William Heinzelman -
Leone Held + Vernon Herman -+ Dianna
Higgins * Susan & Peter Hitler + Carol Hoch *
Roland Hoffman « Pete & Barb Holtz « John
Horgan - Richard Horsfield « Barb & Mike
Huber « Marsha E. Huff + Robin Jaeger -
David & Mary Lee Johnson * Alex Ng & Carol
Julin « Matthew & Kathryn Kamm « Mari Katz
« Patti Keating Kahn & Chuck Kahn « Timothy
& Mary Ann Klabunde * Debbie Knepke *
Tammy Knutson « Dennis Kostka « Pamela A.
Kroger + Richard Krueger « Mary Ann &
Charles Labahn + Daniel LaFrenz « Mason
Landrum ¢« Sue & Brian Lanser « Greg & Pat
Latsch « Andy LeDuc * Kerry & Dominic Leet
* Lekisha Leonard « William & Kathleen Levy *
John & Jan Liebenstein < Holly Ligocki *
Patricia Lombardo * Donna & Robert Lucht *
Matthew & Nicole Ludmer ¢ Dona Rae
Lundin  John Luy * Michael Lynch « Ellen
Malloy - Keith Mardak « Ann Margolis « Judith
Markowski + Philip Marks « Larry & Mayten
Martin « Judith Mathison « David Mclntosh -«
Binnie Mendoza + Annette Mertens < Tom
Micksch < Pamela Milington « Kevin &
Jennifer Mleziva «+ Amy & Robert Monahan *
Patricia Monroe « Thomas Murray * Karen
Nelson - Larry Nelson & Dawn Borowski *
Taylor Duncan & Lisa Nevins <« Paul
Niedzwiecki < Ken & Lisa Nowakowski °
Tonen O'Connor « Robert Opel < Amy &
Jason Parry + John Peters « Mark & Juliet
Peterson « Randy & Janet Peterson « Allen &
Beverly Pfaff < Ann Pieper Eisenbrown -
Nancy Puhl < Mary & Arthur Pulizos « Mary
Raebel - Viola Rembert « Corliss Rice &
James Gingery * Judith Rogers * Judith Roth
» Andrea Wagoner & Roger Ruggeri * Laura
& Victor Ruiz « Susan Salamone * Jesus &
Jennifer Sanchez « Philip & Janet Santacroce
* Beth Savagian - Bill & Ann Scallon « Pam
Schaar ¢ Jim & Nancy Schacht « Thomas &
Judy Schmid « Diane Schmidt « Pamela
Schopf + Suzanne Serwe - Bill Severson -«
John & Pam Shefchik « Mark Short « Edward
Sisulak « Mary Skladanek « William & Nancy
Smith « Rebecca Solberg + Joan Spector *
Thomas Speech * John & Mary Splude -
Nancy & Dick Spransy ¢ Mary Stearns -
Susan Steinkraus & Kevin Brown « Marcia A.
Stern - Louis & Barbara Stippich « Rosemarie
Strauss « Robert & Lynelle Sukalich -
Gwenda M. Szczygielski « Faria Tabassum
Suthan Thirumani « Izaak Tobin « Lynn Tolcott
+ Matt Waltz « Curtis Washington « Wendy
Watson « Robert Wawrzyn « Joan Weida -
JoAnn Weinkauf « Tovah Werner « John
Wierschem + Jane Wierzba « Theresa Wilson
+ Cynthia Wilt « Norm & Prati Wojtal « Carol &
Lee Wolcott « Michael & Marcela Wysong *
Mark & Evonne Zalewski « Jim Zdeb -
Carolyn Ziebert

Organizations:

Allen Family Charitable Fund < America
Online « American Endowment Foundation
Anne & Fred Luber Foundation - Bert L. &
Patricia S. Steigleder Charitable Trust -
BMO Harris Bank + Boswell Books -
Charles D. Ortgiesen Foundation « Chase
Employee Giving Campaign + Clare M.
Peters Charitable Trust < Evan and Marion
Helfaer Foundation + Forest County
Potawatomi Community Foundation
Gardner Foundation « GE Foundation -
Give Lively Foundation <+ Glendale
Woman's Club -+ Greater Milwaukee
Foundation-Kopmeier Family Fund - Asher
& Susan Nichols Family Fund - Half Price
Books « Hepburn "Bootstrap” Foundation
Howard Frankenthal Family Foundation,
Ltd. < Immanuel Presbyterian Church -«
JPMorgan Chase Foundation - Kolaga
Family Charitable Trust - Kurtz/Larme
Family Fund « Marconnet Family Charitable
Fund at Schwab Charitable « Barry & Mary
McNulty Family Charitable Fund + Moeser
Family Charitable Fund at Schwab
Charitable Fund New Berlin Junior
Woman's Club « Nora Roberts Foundation
« Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund -
Phyllis and Walter Malzahn Charitable Trust
* ProLiteracy - National Book Fund - St.
Johns Lutheran Church + The Streich
Family Foundation « United Way of Greater
Milwaukee & Waukesha County
Waukesha County Community Foundation
+ Waukesha Service Club + Wauwatosa
Presbyterian Church « Women & Girls Fund
of Waukesha County -« Zilber Family
Foundation

United Way Pledges:
William & Kathryn Baumgart < Barbara
Fuldner « Andrea Roschke & John Gaebler

+ David & Heidi Hanson « Genevieve &
Scott Harkness * vTed & Mary Kellner -
Robert Kennedy ¢ Mary Ann & Charles
Labahn + Melissa Rickey ¢ Richard & Anna
Teerlink « United Way of Northeast Florida

In honor of:

Dr. Tom Aufderheide - Anne Aufderheide *
Frank Clines - Rick Horowitz « Friends of
Waukesha Public Library - Margo Querio
* Richard Goetsch -Brigette Kutschmak -+
Jonathan Hayssen - Virginia Hayssen -
Maureen Horning - Daniel & Clare Freitag*
Betsy Kerns - Ellen De Lia « Mar
MacLeod Brahm - Chris Brahm + Sarah
Melistrom - Mark Mellstrom - Leigh Anne
Muller - Karen Brunow -+ Chris Payerl -
Kerry Dwyer, Mick Dwyer - David Pritchard
- Sara Olsen « John and Pam Shefchik -
Kathryn Forecki, Renee Rudolph - Allison
Socha - William Bergner < Marie Weiss -
Molly Shiffler

In memory of:

Mary Casey Brennan - Brian & Nola
Brennan « Tom Doherty - Linda Ciske °
Kesha Engel - Robert & Theresa Muselman
- Donna Epley - Anne Epley Birtwistle +
David Fette - Robert & Theresa Muselman
+ Sara Hansen - Joan & Jeff Hansen - Sr.
Agnes Marie Henkel and Frances Henkel -
Karen & Jerry Henkel » Marilyn Hoffman -
Holly Ligocki < Katie Houghton - Mary
Alice and Bill Houghton + Ed Mallwitz -
Robert F. Schweers + Dr. Bill Millington -
Lynda Fleming - Shirley Morgan & Valgene
Williams - Rob & Robin Engl » Tom Murphy
- Lou Anne Hunt - Bill & Joanne O'Dell -
Robert & Theresa Muselman + John M.
Olson - Barbara J. Olson -+ Susan
Robertson - John Machulak « Christine
Chartrau Sarmiento - Sara Risley

dvR

There are many ways to support our students’ hard work!

Gifts of cash e One-time or recurring online gifts ® In-kind gifts such as furniture, books,

or office supplies (check out the wish list on our website for current needs) ® Deferred

income gifts, including charitable gift annuities and charitable remainder trusts o

Bequests to Literacy Services as part of a will and last testament e Gifts of stock, mutual

funds, and other securities (may be additional benefits for supporters over 70 V2 years old)

$5/month + Provides GED
@ practice test vouchers for

15 students.

$40/month « Supports a student
through an entire 16-week high

school certification course.

Questions about giving or joining our Legacy of Literacy Society?

Call Madison Olig at (414) 344-5878 or email MOlig@literacyservices.org
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= Truth

Continued from Page 1

determination will shape their future and the
future of their families.

In the past year, 50% of our students have
been parents, balancing their learning with
bedtime routines, school drop-offs, and
scraped knees. This proves that the desire to
their

hand-in-hand with a fierce commitment to

improve own lives often goes
improving the lives of their children. We
provide the tools — GED and HSED, work-
force readiness, English language instruc-
tion, and digital literacy. But our students

do the work.

The result isn’t just personal success. It’s
powerful. It’s children watching their parents
light up in a new way. It’s confidence passed
down from one generation to the next. Deter-
mination doesn’t just move one person
forward. It moves entire families. Entire

communities. Entire generations.

Truth Four:
ALL progress toward goals creates
momentum for the future.

A job application submitted. A GED earned. A
driving exam passed. A Zoom meeting
successfully joined. An interview crushed. All
of this progress adds up to something much
greater — a future full of possibilities. At LSW,
we’re committed to helping students take
meaningful steps towards their goals.

Last year, 87% of our adult students showed
measurable skill gains in reading and numer-
acy scores, and 230 learners earned their
high school equivalency. To put that into
perspective, that is compared to an average
annual total of 16 graduates at other commu-
nity-based organizations.

When students complete their education,
they don't just gain skills — they gain the tools
they need to achieve their dreams. These

aren’t just statistics; these are families, these
are futures.

Truth Five:
We provide the infrastructure; you
bring the vision.

At LSW, we create programmatic pathways,
offering programs for every academic level
and partnerships to holistically support our
student experience. But it's our students who
bring their vision to life. | often share when
giving a tour to new LSW friends that
because we work for adult students, we don’t
tell them what they SHOULD do: INSTEAD,
we listen and provide programming that
supports them with what they need to move
closer to that goal - their goal.

We opened the doors to our biggest vision
yet: a new home in Milwaukee’s Brewer’s Hill
neighborhood on July 16. This has been
nearly two years in the making. This is going
to be a game-changer for adult education in
Milwaukee.

Multimedia classrooms. An onsite GED
testing center. Private enrollment spaces. A
volunteer and student lounge. Thoughtfully
designed to remove barriers and make every
adult student feel seen, welcomed, and
supported. This building is the standard for
what adult education can and should be. Our
students deserve this, and the organization
should be proud of this moment in our
60-year history. This new space means we
can serve hundreds more adult students
each year. But even in this new space, it’s the
students who fill it with purpose.

Truth Six:
We prepare you to keep
moving forward.

For 60 years, LSW’s goal has been to equip
every enrolled adult with the tools, the knowl-

edge, and the confidence to walk forward on
their own.

Because literacy is not just the ability to read.

Literacy is understanding a prescription.
Writing a message to a teacher. Reading a
lease. Sending a message to a landlord.
Distin-

guishing misinformation on social media.

Understanding a bank statement.

Literacy is about navigating the world with
clarity, confidence, and dignity. It’s about
discovering new sides of yourself that were
always there and that allow you to move
forward.

And that kind of confidence and mindset
doesn’t happen overnight. It happens when
someone is in your corner. When someone
believes you can do it. We believe every
student that walks through our door deserves
the opportunity to learn. That’s what LSW is.
A place that says, “You've got this.”

Become a

Volunteer!

Scan the QR code below or visit

https://literacyservices.org/volunteer
to check out our current volunteer
opportunities.




NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

LITERACY US.POSTAGE

PAID
SERVICES of WISCONSIN MILWAUKEE, W1
PERMIT NO. 4496

1737 N Palmer Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212
(414) 344-5878

www.literacyservices.org
info@literacyservices.org

Become a Student
Accepting new students!
Sign up at: https:/literacyservices.org/enroll

LIVE UNITED

United
Way C¥7

Greater Milwaukee
& Waukesha County

@

Syl-la-bus

Summer 2025
Literacy Services of Wisconsin Newsletter

) We are home!

Our headquarters relocation is now complete!

In this issue:

+ Grand Opening

* 60 Years of Literacy

+ 2025/26 Event Calendar

* And more! Our new address is:
1737 N Palmer Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

n literacyservicesofwisconsin Please update your records.

@literacyservices

Our phone numbers remain the same, but
you may notice that staff have new email
addresses. We’ve updated our email format
to accommodate our increasing staff size,
Don’t worry—messages sent to our old
addresses will still reach us.

Unsubscribe

We hope you enjoy reading about our
mission, but we understand if you would
prefer not to receive our mailing. To be
removed from our mailing list, simply send

a message to molig@literacyservices.org
or call us at 414-344-5878.

Thank you for your patience and support during this monumental transition!




WE'RE NOT THE ONLY TEAM
OUR PLAYERS PLAY FOR.

tire

[erewers |
COMMUNITY

brewers.com/bcf

Discover the Difference
of True Partnership
There’s no limit to what we can accomplish

when everyone chips in. We're proud to support
Literacy Services of Wisconsin.

800-79-BAIRD
rwbaird.com

2. . .
Discover the MM#@I@&

©Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-1634350.

| h'm
I U BIGGEST FREE LIBRARY

A
BOOKS & RESOURCE FAIR

Choose from hundreds
of books and take your
favorites home for you
and your family!

A FREE event for ALL
AGES with entertain-
ment, face painting, art
activities and much
more!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2025
Kosciuszko Park ¢ 4:30 PM - 7:30 PM
2201 S 7th St, Milwaukee, WI 53215

Book donations WILL NOT be
accepted at the event.

Learn more at:
https://bit.ly/BIGFREELIBRARY

LITERACY
Qeaaoro.xﬁax Kom# “ . SERVICES

BUILDING
STRONGER
COMMUNITIES,
TOGETHER.

Wisconsin, South Dakota,
Arizona & Beyond

The Catalyst Experience:

Smart, cost-effective decisions

Keeping your vision on track

Advocating for you

Bringing plans to life with care

Seamless from start to finish

Partnering with your community

o~
J CATALYST

CONSTRUCTION

. o (414) 727-6840

. @ www.catalystbuilds.com
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2025
Sept 1 Labor Day - All sites closed
Sept 2-5 Staff Planning Week -

Sept 8-Dec 11

LSW closed to students/tutors
HSED Fall Semester

Nov 26-28 Fall Break - All sites closed
Dec 22-Jan 2 Winter Break - All sites closed
2026
Jan 5-9 Staff Planning Week -

LSW closed to students/tutors
Jan 19 Dr. MLK Jr. Day - All sites closed

Jan 20-May 21

HSED Spring Semester

Literacy Services 2025-26 Event Calendar

Special Events

GED/HSED Summer Commencement Ceremony
Thursday, September 4, 6:00pm

Book Giveaway at Silver City International Fest
W National Avenue between 3nd and 35th St, Milwaukee
Saturday, September 6th, 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Milwaukee’s Biggest Free Library at Kosciuszko Community Center
2201 S 7th St, Milwaukee
Friday, September 12th, 4:30pm - 7:30 pm

Community Mural Painting at new headquarters
1737 N Palmer St, Milwaukee RSVP P
Saturday, September 20th, 10:00am - 2:00pm Bk

Doors Open MKE at new Headquarters
1737 N Palmer St, Milwaukee
Sunday, September 28th, 10:00am - 3:00pm

Mar 30-Apr 3 Staff Planning Week - Fall Book Fair at Dead Bird Brewing with MKE Books and Beers
LSW closed to students/tutors 1726 Dr. William Finlayson St, Milwaukee
May 25 Memorial Day - All sites closed Sunday, October 19th, 12:00pm - 4:00pm
September 2025 October 2025 November 2025
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More information at literacyservices.org



