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Grammar Notes

A. Introduction to Modals

Modals (also known as modal verbs) are words
that come before the main verb.

Modals give the verb extra meaning, such as:

« ability (can)

« advice (should)

* necessity (must)

+ possibility (might)

Pattern . | Examples
modal + base verb . Ican cook.
Modals are always followed by a base verb.
A base verb is a verb with no ending : :
(-s, -ed, -ing, etc.) added to it. + He can play the guitar.

* She canride a bike.
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Grammar Notes cont.

B. Modals of Ability

We use modals of ability to show that someone is able to do an activity.
Can and can't are present modals of ability.

: * lcansing.
.. i Use can + base verb when someone : .
Positive : . o i + She can knit.
i is able to do something in the present tense. .
They can play tennis.

: . i ¢ You cannot swim.
. i Use cannot + base verb when someone is not able , .
Negative : . . ) i + He can't play piano.
i to do something. The short form of cannot is can't. : . 1
: We can’t drive.

: Can you snowboard?
Use can + subject + base verb to ask Yes, | can./ No, | can't.

if someone is able to do something. . Can he play baseball?

uestion
Q Yes, he can./ No, he can't.

i Useyes +subject + can or no + subject + can’t :
i to give a short answer to a question about ability. i « Can the children ski?
: Yes, they can. / No, they can't.

Note:

When speaking quickly, can has no stress when followed by a verb.
Can is reduced to /kan/ except in short answers. We don’t reduce can't.

Listen and repeat.

Examples: But:
4 4 4
+ I kan ski. *  Yes,|can.
/ / 4
+  Shekansing. +  No, lcan't.
4 7 7 4
+  Kanyou dance? + Hecan'tride a horse.

Copyright 2018, Red River Press Inc. For use by ESL Library members only. (BEG - LOW INT / VERSION 2.0) 3



= ESLIibrarycom Modals of Ability - Present

Grammar Practice Worksheets

Exercise 1
PICTURE DICTIONARY

What can you do? Circle all the activities you can do.
Then tell your partner what you can and can't do.

;I canswim.
. I can swim too.

A
B
B: I can ski.
A: Oh, | can't ski.

A: | can't snowboard.
B: I can't snowboard either.
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Exercise 1 cont.
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Exercise 2
FILLIN THE BLANKS

Write can + verb in the blanks.

...... SR Tt A M
Ex He can play basketball.
....... 1 Shebaseba”
2 ............................................... I .................................................................................... ; horse ...................................................................................................
3 .......................................... MYSISter .....................................................................................................................................................................................
4 ............................................... Myaunt .......................................................................................................................................................................................
....... 5 Theythegwtar
....... 6 Myfather
7 .......................................... He ...................................................................................................................................................................................................
8 ............................................... Myf”end .................................................................................... ; compUter ......................................................................
9 .......................................... We ..................................................................................................................................................................................................
10 ......................................... You .................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Exercise 3
COMPLETE THE ANSWERS

Write the answers using can or can't.

Ex. Can he cook? 5. Canyour brother skate?
Yes, he can : No,

Ex. Can they ski? 6. Can your mother knit?
No, theycan't ) No,

1. Can she play tennis? 7. Can he use a computer?
Yes, . Yes,

2. Canyou play the piano? 8. Canyou swim?
Yes, . Yes,

3. Can they snowboard? 9. Can they play baseball?
No, . No,

4. Canyour friends drive? 10. Can she jog?
Yes, . Yes,
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Exercise 4

PRONUNCIATION

A. Sentences

Listen to the recording or your teacher.
Repeat the sentences out loud. Then write five things you can do.
Say them out loud to your partner as quickly as you can.

Sentences My Sentences

1. lcanswim. 1.

They can skate.

She can sing.

v N

2
3
4. Hecanride a horse.
5

We can play the guitar.

B. Questions & Answers

Listen to the recording or your teacher. Repeat the
questions out loud. Then ask your partner the questions
as quickly as you can. Write his or her answers.

Questions My Partner's Answers

1. Canyou ski? 1.

Can you dance?

Can you cook?

voosc N

2
3
4. Canyou play the piano?
5

Can you ride a bike?

Copyright 2018, Red River Press Inc. For use by ESL Library members only. (BEG - LOW INT / VERSION 2.0) 8



= ESLIibrarycom Modals of Ability - Present

Grammar Practice Worksheets

Exercise 5 (Student A)

PAIR WORK
A Chart o ge—
: Example:
Ask your partner what Julia and Lee can or can't do. A: Can Lee play basketball?
Complete the chart. i B: Yes, hecan.
Julia 'V 4 4 ) 4
Lee 4 Vv 4

B. Writing
Now write sentences about Julia and Lee.

Ex. Julia can play basketball.

1.

o o N o Uk~ W N
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Exercise 5 (Student B)

PAIR WORK
A. Chart
Example:
Ask your partner what Julia and Lee can or can't do. B: Can Julia play basketball?
Complete the chart. i A Yes, she can.
Julia V4 P 4

B. Writing
Now write sentences about Julia and Lee.

Ex. Julia can play basketball.

1.

o o N o Uk~ W N
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Exercise 6
FIND SOMEONE WHO
Write the questions below.

Then walk around the classroom and ask your classmates questions.
Write your classmate’s name on the right if he or she answers “yes.”
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Exercise 7

WRITING

Write about your abilities. Write 3-5 sentences about what
you can do and 3-5 sentences about things you can’t do.

Example:

I love sports. | can play basketball. | can also play volleyball.
| can ski, but | can't snowboard...
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Exercise 8
QuUlz

Circle the correct answer.

1. Sayo can well. 6. Canyou ?
a) sings a) swim
b) singing b) swimming
C) sing C) toswim
2. Canyou play the piano? 7. lcan't
a) No, | don't. a) snowboarding
b) No, | can't. b) snowboard
¢) No, lwon't. ¢) to snowboard
3. Canyou ? 8. Can your father cook well?
a) to dance a) Yes, he can.
b) dance b) Yes, heis.
c) dancing ¢) Yes, he does.
4. Mark ride a bike. 9. Mary can't
a) cann't a) skating
b) can't b) skates
c) ca'nt c) skate
5. Julia basketball. 10. Canyou jog?
a) cans play a) Yes, | am.
b) can plays b) Yes, | can.
c) can play c) Yes, | do.
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Answer Key

LESSON DESCRIPTION: LEVEL: Beg-LowInt

In this lesson, students learn how to use can and TIME: 2hours
can't to describe their abilities. Writing, speaking, -
o ) TAGS: modals, modal verbs, modals of ability,
and pronunciation tasks are included. o
be able to, can, can’t, cannot, pronunciation,

grammar, grammar exercises

Exercise 1 Exercise 5

Answers will vary. Have students discuss their abilities B. WRITING

in pairs (following the example) or as a class.
Order of answers may vary.

Exercise 2 1. Lee can play basketball. 6. Julia can't play the guitar.
2. Julia can sing. 7. Lee can play the guitar.

1. canplay 6. cansing 3. Leecan'tsing. 8. Julia can't cook.

5> canride 7. canstudy/read 4, Juliacan'tride a horse. 9. Leecan cook.

3. candrive 8.  canuse 5. Leecan'tride a horse.

4. canknit 9. can cook/eat

5. canplay 10. can skate Exercise 6

Exercise 3 Answers will vary. Monitor your students for correct question
formation. Encourage reduced pronunciation.

1. shecan 6. shecan't 1. Canyou swim? 6. Canyou ride a bike?

2. lcan 7. hecan 2. Canyou ski? 7. Canyouride a horse?

3. theycan't 8. lcan 3. Canyou play tennis? 8. Canyou play the guitar?

4. theycan 9. theycan't 4. Canyou use a computer? 9. Canyou play the piano?

> hecan't 10. shecan 5. Canyou cook? 10. Canyou sing well?

Exercise 4 (continued on the next page...)

Answers will vary. Monitor your students for correct reduced

pronunciation and sentence formation.
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Answer Key cont.

Exercise 7

Answers will vary.

Exercise 8

2. b 4. b 6. a 8. a 10. b

EDITOR’'S NOTE:

Note that cannot and can not are both acceptable spellings;

however, the one-word spelling is far more common.
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