The Attic Door

by Judith Bauer Stamper

Rosalyn pushed open the old iron gate in front of the house. The gate
banged shut behind her as she walked up to the front door. Rosalyn
pressed the doorbell. She waited. She could hear someone walking inside
the house. A few seconds later, the front door opened.

“Rosalyn. It is you, isn’t it?” Then she was hugged warmly by her aunt.

“Hello, Aunt Harriet,” said Rosalyn.

“Come inside, dear. Come out of this heat. The house always stays cool
inside.”

Rosalyn followed her aunt
into a large, dark hallway. It
was as cool as an under-
ground cave.

“Here you are. You're
finally visiting me after so
many years. How was the
train ride?”

Aunt Harriet didn't wait for
an answer. She chattered on.
“I've been asking your father
to let you come here ior
years. | know that your father
didn’t like my husband,
Arthur. But dedr Arthur has
been dead for four years
now.”

Aunt Harriet paused and
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s. It has been four long years since Arthur died.”
feet. She didn't know what to say. Her

litile strange. Her

sighed. “Ye
Rosalyn stared down at her
mother had warned her that Aunt Harriet might be a

mother was right.
“This is an enormous

sO many rooms.”

“I'll show you around once you've had time to unpack. But now you'll

want to see your bedroom.”
«See your bedroom. See your bedroom,’

“Who was that?” Rosalyn asked uneasily.
Aunt Harriet laughed. She walked to a corner of the room. Then she

pulled a bright green cloth off a stand. There sat a parrotin a cage.
“That was Polly. Wasn't that you, Polly?” Aunt Harriet said. Then she

made bird noises t0 the parrot.
Rosalyn didn't go over to th
said Rosalyn, “1 think I'll go to my

house, Aunt Harriet,” Rosalyn finally said. “It has

’ a high voice repeated.

parrots. “Aunt Harriet,”

e cage. She didn’t like
e where

room now. lf you could show m

it is.”
Harriet turned to the bird. “I'll be back in a

«Of course, Rosalyn.” Aunt

few minutes, Polly.”
Aunt Harriet led the way up the stairs. She walked to the room at the
end of the hall.
“This is your room,
when I was first married.”
Rosalyn peeked inside.
blanket on the bed was purple. Th

furniture had been painted purple.
“Oh, Aunt Harriet.” That was all Rosatyn could think of to say.

«pyt your things away. dear. Then come down. We'll have tea together.”

A little later, Rosalyn came down the stairs to join her aunt for tea. Aunt
Harriet was waiting in a room off the hall. Tea and cake were on the table.

«Have some of this delicious cake, Rosalyn. It's sO nice to have company.

Polly and 1 usually have to eat alone. Don’t we, Polly?”
“Eat alone. Eat alone,” squawked the bird from the other room.

Rosalyn. 1 hope you like it. It used to be my room

e in purple. The

The whole room was don
Even the

e wallpaper had purple flowers.

|

Rosalyn ate some
of the cake and
sipped her tea. She

looked slowly around K&

the room. Everything
looked so old-
fashioned. The walls
were covered with
pictures of Aunt
Harriet’s family. One
picture, in particular,
caught Rosalyn’s eye.
It was a picture of

a boy.

“Is that your son,
Herman?” asked
Rosalyn.

Aunt Harriet
coughed. Then a
terrible choking
sound came from
Aunt Harriet’s throat.

“I'm sorry, Aunt

Harriet,” Rosalyn said

quickly. “I shouldn’t
have asked you that.
That was rude of
me.”

Rosalyn knew that
Herman had
disappeared Iﬁany
years ago. He had

disappeared
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suddenly. He had never been found. Rosalyn knew that Aunt Harriet must
feel terrible about that.
Rosalyn tried to make up for upsetting
had known Herman better. I'm sorry that
By now Aunt Harriet felt a little better. “
talk about the past. If you're finished eating,

house.”
Rosalyn followed her aunt out of the room. They were in the hallway

her aunt. Rosalyn said, “1 wish 1

1 only met him a few times.”

Yes, dear,” she said. “But let’s not
1'll show you the rest of the

again.
Aunt Harriet said, «First 1 want to show you your Uncle Arthur’s
laboratory. That was where he did his work. Arthur was a great scientist,

you know. He was far ahead of his time.

“Yes,” Aunt Harriet continued. “Arthur
hat was the reason he

people at the university were very jealous of him. T
iments at home.”

had to leave the school. But he carried on his experi
Rosalyn had known that Uncle Arthur was a scientist. But her parents

never talked about his work. Rosalyn knew there had been a problem. She

knew that he was forced to leave his job.

«What did Uncle Arthur study?” asked Rosalyn.
«Mutations,” answered Aunt Harriet. “Ways of changing human beings.”

They had walked into a large room. In the corners were piles of old
books. The room was filled with large glass jars. There were chemicals in
the jars. Rosalyn saw test tubes everywhere.

Aunt Harriet looked around the room. She said,
be kept just the way that Arthur left it. Arthur was a great man,
Someday everyone will know that.”

“Yes, Aunt Harriet,” Rosalyn said. She followed her

laboratory. They walked into the hall again.
Aunt Harriet said, “You can look around the rest of the house by

yourself. But I must make one thing very clear.” Aunt Harriet's voice grew
hard. “Never go up to the attic. Do you understand that, Rosalyn?”
“Do you understand that, Rosalyn?” said the parrot in the next room.
Aunt Harriet said, “1 mean that, Rosalyn. Never open the door that leads

was way ahead of his time. The

«This laboratory must
Rosalyn.

aunt out of the
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up ‘t‘(; the a.ttic. If you do, you will be sorry!”
) ou will be sorry!” Polly said. .
[ understand, Aunt Harriet,” said Rosalyn

Rosalyn spent the ne
xtd i
through some old ays wandering around the house. She looked

books she found. The
old books reminded
her of Uncle Arthur. He
studied mutations, she “
remembered—ways of
changing human
beings. She sat in the
garden with her aunt.
Aunt Harriet
sometimes talked
about Uncle Arthur.
But she never
mentioned Herman.

The time passed
pleasantly enough for
Rosalyn. But after a
while, she began to get
bored. There was no
one to talk to but Aunt
Harriet.

The fourth day she
was there, Aunt Harriet
said, “Today I'm going
to visit a friend. Would
you like to come
along?”

Rosalyn thought
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about it. She said to herself, “That won’t be t00 interesting.” She told her
aunt, “I think I'll stay at home. | can sit in the garden and read.”

After her aunt left, Rosalyn went up to her room. She tried to read a
book she had brought from home. But she didn't like it very much. After a
while, she closed the book. Rosalyn got up and went out into the hall. She
couldn’t think of anything to do. Her vacation was turning out to be
disappointing.

Rosalyn walked down the hallway. She passed the door that led up to
the attic. Rosalyn stopped in front of the door. Aunt Harriet had acted so
strangely about the attic. She certainly didn’t want Rosalyn to go up there.

Rosalyn asked herself, “What could be up there?” Probably just old

clothes and things. Rosalyn put her hand on the doorknob. To her surprise,

the doorknob turned. She quickly took her hand away. Aunt Harriet had

warned her not to go up there.
Rosalyn began to walk away. But she was curious about the attic. Aunt

Harriet was a little strange. Rosalyn thought, “There's probably no reason at
all why I shouldn’t go up there.”
Suddenly Rosalyn made up her mind. She put her hand on the
doorknob and turned it. The door stuck for a moment. Then it swung open.
There were stairs that led up to the attic. Rosalyn slowly walked up the
steps. When she reached the top, Rosalyn saw something horrible. She
stared at the thing—the awful thing! She letouta terrible scream. Then she

hurried back down the attic stairs.
Rosalyn felt sick. She couldn't believe what she had just seen. It was

some horrible, furry beast!
Rosalyn pushed open the attic door. She ran down the hall. Then she

heard what she had feared. Steps were coming after her. They were the

footsteps of that thing!
For a moment Rosalyn was too frightened to move. The awful creature

came nearer! It reached outa fur-covered arm! Rosalyn ran.
She ran down the steps. She nearly fell. The thing was coming closer!

Rosalyn ran into the living room.
Then she realized that there was no way out of the room. She ran back
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out. She just missed the thing’s
outstretched arm.

Rosalyn ran into the kitchen
The thing ran after her. . -

Rosalyn tried to get its face out |
of her mind. It was the face that |
bothered her most. It was a
strangely human face. She seemed
to recognize that face!

Rosalyn ran through the
kitchen. If only she could get to
the front door! But she didn't
make it there. She stumbled and
fell.

Just then the front door

opened. There stood Aunt Harriet
Aunt Harriet looked down at | v’
Rosalyn. Then she looked at the
furry creature.
) “Rosalyn!” said Aunt Harriet.
. What did 1 tell you about going
into the attic! I told you not to go
up there!”

Aunt Harriet shook a finger at
Rosalyn. “You've made poor
Herman nervous now.”

“You’ve made poor Herman
nervous now,” the parrot said.

H

since Arthur’s last experi " T
: periment. Aunt Harri
Herman's head. hen Aunt USR5S el

Au i
caid “rl13tul;lau‘;)rlllelft looked down at Rosalyn again. “I'm sorry, Rosalyn,” she
you know we can't let you go—not now that you know Ol’ll‘ secret!
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I'll call your parents. I'll tell them that you never arrived. You

here in your room.”
Rosalyn looked up into
“But you'll be very happy here _
“But you'll be very happy here with us,

%

Aunt Harriet's face. ' .
with us,” Aunt Harriet said.

" repeated the parrot.

ave to stay

OOKING FOR FACTS IN THE STORY.

How well can you find facts in
a story? Put an x in the box next to
the right answer.

1. Uncle Arthur had been dead for
Q a. four years.
Q b. five years.
Q c. ten years.

2. The color of Rosalyn’s room was
U a. red.
O b. green.
0 c. purple.

3. Rosalyn was not supposed to go
Q a. into the garden.
O b. into the attic.
U c. out of the house.

4. Aunt Harriet said that Uncle
Arthur was

O a. very foolish.
Q b. very old.
O c. a great man.

NUMBER YOUR
CORRECT SCORE
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| XAMINING VOCABULARY WORDS.

L4 Here are four vocabulary ques-
tions. Put an x in the box next to the
right answer. The vocabulary words
are printed in boldface in the story.
You may look back at the words
before you answer the questions.

1. Aunt Harriet didn't wait for an
answer. She chattered on. The
word chattered means
O a. continued to walk.

U b. continued to talk.
U c. continued to eat.

2. The house was enormous. It had
many rooms. The word
enormous means
O a. very large.

O b. very small.
U c. new.

3. Rosalyn should not have asked
about Herman. That was rude.
The word rude means

Q a. wise.
Q b. helpful.
Q c. not polite.

4. 'Rosalyn was alone and bored.
The word bored means

O a. pleased.
U b. not interested.
O c. afraid.
x 5 =
NUMBER YOUR
CORRECT SCORE
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A DDING WORDS TO A PARAGRAPH.
'L\ Complete the paragraph below.
Fill in each blank with one of the
words in the box. Each word
appears in the story. There are five
words and four blanks, so one word
in the box will not be used.

People like to have parrots as

pets because a

1
can be taught to talk. Some parrots

can words
2

and sentences. But other parrots

almost say

3
anything. It is hard to know if

the is the
4

parrot, or the person who has

taught it.

never parrot

repeat

parents
reason

e —

| EADING BETWEEN THE LINES.
‘These questions will help you
think critically. You will have to
think about what happened in the
story, and then figure out the
answers. Put an x in the box next

to the right answer.

1. Which sentence is true?
O a. Rosalyn loved her aunt.
O b. Everyone liked Uncle Arthur.

O c. Herman was probably
changed into a beast by
Uncle Arthur.

2. Aunt Harriet probably kept
Herman in the attic because

0 a. he liked it there.

O b. she didn't want anyone to
see him.

O c. he was afraid of people.

3. Rosalyn seemed 10 recognize the
creature’s face because she

0 b. visited Herman often.
0 c. was Herman's friend.

4. We may infer (figure out) that
Aunt Harriet planned to

Q b. send Rosalyn home.
Q c. set Herman free.

1

NUMBER YOUR

CORRECT

O a. had met Herman years ago.

O a. keep Rosalyn in the house.

T OTING STORY ELEMENTS.

"N Some story elements are plot,
character, setting, and mood. Put

an x in the box next to the right
answer.

1. What happened last in the plof?
| O a. Aunt Harriet showed
. Rosalyn the laboratory.

| Q b. The creature ran after
Rosalyn.

| O c. Rosalyn had tea and cake
with Aunt Harriet.

2. Which sentence best
characterizes Herman?

0 a. He was a furry beast with a
strangely human face.

Q b. He was like most boys his
own age.

Q c. He was a handsome young
man.

3. What is the setting of the story?
U a. agarden
Q b. afarm
O c. ahouse

4. The mood of the story is
Q a. funny.
Q b. joyful.
O c. frightening.

NUMBER
YOu
CORRECT SCORRE

THINKING MORE ABOUT THE STORY.
Your teacher might want you to
write your answers.

¢ Everyone thought that Herman
disappeared many years ago.
What do you think really
happened?

€ Why do you think Uncle
Arthur lost his job? Give as
many reasons as you carn.

4 Do you think that Rosalyn's
parents will find Rosalyn?
Explain your answer.

Use the boxes below to total your
scores for the exercises. Then write
your score on pages 138 and 139.

L OOKING FOR FACTS
IN THE STORY

E XAMINING VOCABULARY
WORDS

A DDING WORDS TO
A PARAGRAPH

R EADING BETWEEN
: THE LINES

OTING STORY
ELEMENTS

v
I SCORE TOTAL: Story 6
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